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Introduction 

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) and the Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority 

(Mobility Authority) conducted a traffic noise workshop regarding the proposed inclusion of noise 

barriers on MoPac at the intersections of Slaughter Lane and La Crosse Avenue on Thursday, 

September 3, 2015.  The purpose of the workshop was to inform and solicit a public vote of 

adjacent property owners on the proposed noise barriers.  Two subsequent individual meetings 

were conducted with large property owners who had sole voting power on individual noise barriers, 

the Whitestone Property Group on September 16, 2015 (owners for Parkside Village commercial 

property) and the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center on September 17, 2015.  For more 

information about the project area, purpose and need, and the proposed improvements, please see 

the Final EA (December 2015). 

Traffic Noise Workshop Information 

Date and Location 

A traffic noise workshop was held on Thursday, September 3, 2015 at the Circle C Community 

Center, 7817 La Crosse Avenue, Austin, TX 78739.  The workshop began at 6:00 p.m. with a 

technical presentation at 6:30 p.m., followed by a voting/question and answer period from 7:00–

8:00 p.m. 

 

Notifications 

Aug. 13, 2015  A workshop invitation packet was mailed to 42 property owners immediately 

adjacent to the proposed noise barriers in the Circle C Wildflower Park and 

Circle C on the Park neighbourhoods including: a letter, meeting location map, 

voting ballot, stamped and addressed return envelope, noise barrier map, and 

TxDOT’s “Building Barriers to Traffic Noise” brochure.  

Aug. 25, 2015  The Circle C Home Owners Association distributed an informational Eblast to 

3,000 members to let them know about the workshop. 

Aug. 26, 2015  A reminder letter was mailed requesting attendance at the workshop.  

Sept. 11, 2015  A reminder postcard was mailed requesting that property owners complete 

their ballots by September 14, 2015.  

Sept. 30, 2015  Re-balloting of four residential property owners adjacent to Noise Barrier 2c.  

Barrier.  The barrier was shifted and lowered to 10 feet away from a stand of 

trees and at the homeowners’ request. 

These notifications are included in Attachment A. 
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Sign-in, Handouts, and Exhibits  

Upon arrival at the workshop, attendees were asked to sign-in and were provided with a set of 

handouts that included: 

 TxDOT brochure “Building Barriers to Traffic Noise” 

 Duplicate Voting Ballot (for property owners adjacent to the proposed noise barrier) 

 

Project display boards were exhibited to provide information about the proposed project.  They 

included the following boards/maps: 

 Project location 

 Purpose and format of noise workshop – “Why Am I Here?” 

 Project milestones 

 Process and noise principles 

 Traffic Noise Impacts - FHWA’s Noise Abatement Criteria (NAC) 

 What if there is a traffic noise impact?  Feasibility and Reasonability goals  

 Artistic rendering of Slaughter Lane at MoPac 

 Artistic rendering of La Crosse Avenue at MoPac 

 Artistic rendering of the proposed noise barrier aesthetic treatment – roadside  view 

 Artistic rendering of the proposed noise barrier aesthetic treatment – residential View 

 Detailed noise barrier design of the panels, including color and texture palette 

 Noise barrier advantages and disadvantages 

 How to submit a ballot 

 Preliminary layout of the Build Alternative showing the proposed noise barriers 

 

The technical presentation and seating area was located on the southern wall of the community 

center.  A balloting table was adjacent to the room exit to encourage public voting.  A copy of the 

Draft EA was also provided for review.  

 

Copies of the handout materials are included in Attachment A.  Display boards and maps are 

included in Attachment B.  The presentation slides are included in Attachment C.  Photographs of 

the workshop are included in Attachment D.  Sign-in sheets of the workshop are included in 

Attachment E. 

 

Format  

The workshop portion was held from 6:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., during which time the public was able 

to review project display boards and discuss the proposed noise barriers with the Project Team.  

 

A technical presentation began at 6:30 p.m. Mr. Andrew Cooper, from Jacobs Engineering, gave a 

brief overview of the project and provided a summary of the results of the traffic noise analysis with 

a detailed review of the proposed noise barriers.  Mr. Cooper included discussion of the public 

approval process, including key dates and deadlines.  After the presentation, Mr. Cooper opened 
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the question and answer session.  Mr. Cooper closed the presentation by encouraging the audience 

to continue to review the project display boards and reminding the audience to submit their ballots 

by Monday, September 14, 2015. 

 

Attendance 

Eighteen (18) people signed in at the workshop.  Meeting sign-in sheets are included in Attachment 

E.  

Individual Noise Barrier Meetings 

Individual meetings were held with two large property owners with a sole vote for an individual 

noise barrier. 

 

Whitestone REIT  

On September 16, 2015, the Project Team and Whitestone REIT, owners of the Parkside Village, a 

commercial property, met on-site to discuss a proposed noise barrier (labeled as Barrier 2a in 

Attachment A, page A-3 and A-59).  In addition, the manager of the NXNW Restaurant and Brewery, 

a lessee in the Parkside Village, attended.  The discussion included the location and height of the 

proposed noise barrier and the potential impact to a stand of trees adjacent to the NXNW 

Restaurant outdoor seating area.  The proposed noise barrier was verbally declined by the 

Whitestone representatives based on potential impacts to ingress and egress to the development 

by pedestrians and bicyclists utilizing the shared-use path planned for the MoPac Intersections 

Project. 

 

University of Texas at Austin Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center 

Three meetings were held with the University of Texas at Austin Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower 

Center to discuss the proposed noise barrier.  The first two meetings were at the Wildflower Center 

on May 4, 2015 and September 1, 2015.  At these meetings, TxDOT presented the noise barrier 

layouts to the staff to hear any concerns they may have and to explain the voting process.  The third 

meeting was held with the University of Texas at Austin Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center and 

the Office of Campus Planning on September 17, 2015.  The discussion focused on the proposed 

noise barrier (labeled as Barrier 4 in Attachment A, pages A-55 and A-59), adjacent to the 

Wildflower Center.  During this meeting, representatives from the Wildflower Center voiced 

concerns related to the height and aesthetic treatment of the proposed barrier.  The meeting 

adjourned with the Project Team’s commitment to consider a lower barrier height that would still be 

reasonable and feasible and the Wildflower Center’s commitment to suggest an aesthetic 

treatment for the noise barrier.  The Wildflower Center later proposed a noise barrier design that is 

inconsistent with TxDOT’s noise policy (see Attachment F, pages F-43 through F-49 for detailed 

correspondence.) 
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Balloting 

Summary 

The public balloting of the adjacent property owners was initiated with the mailing of workshop 

invitation packets on August 13, 2015 and concluded on September 14, 2015.  Four residential 

property owners adjacent to Barrier 2c were re-balloted after a shift and lowering of the barrier on 

September 30, 2015.  In total, forty-two ballots were distributed to adjacent property owners based 

on the five proposed noise barriers (Table 1).  During engineering review, Barrier 2 was subdivided 

into three barriers (Barrier 2a-c) due to sight distance and proximity to the roadway. 

 

Table 1: Noise Barrier Ballot Distribution 

Proposed Noise 

Barrier Adjacent Neighbourhood/Property Number of Ballots 

2a Parkside Village -  Commercial Property Owner 1 

2b Circle C Metro Park – City of Austin 1 

2c Circle C on the Park -  Adjacent Property Owners 15 

3 Circle C Wildflower Park -  Adjacent Property Owners 24 

4 University of Texas at Austin Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center 1 

 

Ballot Results 

Based on the returned ballots and correspondence, Barrier 2c and Barrier 3 have been 

incorporated into the final design of the MoPac Intersection Project.  Barriers 2a, 2b and 4 were 

declined and will not be included in final design of the project.  See Table 2 for detailed information 

on the ballot results.  Copies of all ballots received are included in Attachment F. 

 

Table 2: Noise Barrier Ballot Results 
Proposed 

Noise 

Barrier Location 

Total 

Ballots 

Ballots 

Received 

Votes Percent 
Barrier 

Decision For Against For Against 

2a Parkside Village 1 1 0 1 0% 100% Declined 

2b Circle C Metro Park 1 1 0 1 0% 100% Declined 

2c Circle C on the Park 15 13 13 0 87% 0 Approved 

3 

Circle C Wildflower 

Park 24 17 15 2 63% 8% Approved 

4 LBJ Wildflower Center 1 1 0 1 0% 100% Declined 
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Meeting Invitation Packet -  Noise Barrier 2b  
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August 13, 2015 Package – City of Austin.  
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Workshop Invitation Packet -  Noise Barrier 2c  
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Workshop Invitation Packet -  Noise Barrier 3  
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Items Included with Every Invitation Packet -  August 13, 2015  
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Reminder Letter – August 26, 2015 
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Reminder Postcard – September 11, 2015 
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Noise Barrier 2c – Re-Balloting Package – September 30, 2015 
(Four residential properties re-balloted due to shift and reduction in barrier height) 
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